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ARENA DEEP FREEZE: Generally its the
{ootball that t3kes a crazy bounce. but it hap-
pened Monday night at the New Haten Arena
in the HPHS game when the ball hit the rim
and hounded away trom the players The ball
was caught in mid air. suspe'nded like the moon,
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while the plavers assume motionless  puses,
identifiable plavers are Stan Poole. Hartford
i20-. Ricks of Weaver, (33:: Lee of Weaver,
121.: Woods of Hartford 124, and Manderville of
Weaver 21 «Courant Photo by Art Warmnsley).

Hist f
; y
BY PAT ROLDUC
Courant Sports  Writer
| NEW HAVEN — Favored Hart-
. ford High advanced to the cham-’
! pionship pame in the 38th an-
nual Connecticut  Interscholastic
| Athictic Conference Class A bas-.
‘kethall Tournament Monday night,
with a brilliant 65-3t semifinal.
triumph over arch-rival Weaver.’
A disappuinting crowd of 2.264
was on hand for this third meet.:
.ing of the Hartford schools. The
i victoriows Owls now will engage:
detending champion Wilbur Cross:
for the prized A title at the Arena:
,Thlu'sday‘ Tapoll is schaduled at
V743,
Impressive  kEd - Griftin.  the
| Owls' sparkling all-around junior.’
teamed with steady .Len Kostek
and dependable Otis Woods to
spark the third rated Hartford
,quintet 10 its .most important
victory ta date.
" Uriffin led all scorers with 22
‘points. garnared rehound hogors
with 12 and time and again fed
the fast-breaking Kostek for ad-
ditional hoops. Kostek chinped in
with 17 paints and Woods, who
\reated the crowd to some dead-
Iv long range bombing. wound up
with 14 markers.
Glittering Display
Surprisingly enough. the sixth
ranke¢ Beavers broke even with
thé sharpshooting Owls in the
rebounding department  despite
the combined ‘cfforts of Griffin,
Captain Stan Poole and hard-
working Pat Burke whe collected
3 rebounds.
But the well - balanced Owls.’
ho thrilled their partisan fans:
ith a glittering ‘display of team-
ork throughont, led in all other
epartments. Coach Joe ‘Kubach-

%l Reach State Final
S For First Time In

School

Weaver made a helated bid for
-ictory in the final quarter as
Yemers and Lee suddenlv dented
jartford's defense with timely
raskets. The game Beavers fought
rack to within eight points of the
ead, 33-51, with still three min-
ites to play.

Suddenly Weaver's rally cooled
ff. The Beavers missed the first
trv of a onc-and-one foul shot
dtvation and  failed to hit on
hree shots from the floor. And
m cach nuss either Griffin or
Sgole came down with the re-
wound wheh spelled defeat for the

“Weaver club.

Griffin tilen gave the victors
heir final margin after a Hart-
‘ord timeoul with only 55 seconds
left 1o play. The talented hack-
court veteran converted both at-
tempts of a one-and-one charity
toss, fired a long pass to Kostek
all alone under the basket for
what turned out to he a three-
point play and added another foul
shot hefore the final buzzer.
Third Clash )

Thursday's anticipated finale
will he the third mecting between
Hartford and Cross. The Owls
scored an casy win in the first
encounter 2t Trinity but the classy
Governors, shooting for their
fourth straight Class A crown,
more than squared matters the
second time around at the Arena.
Cross has a 22-game winning
streak working on the spacious
Arena court. -

Both {inalists will represent Con-
necticut in the New Eungland tour-
pament at Bosfon March 16-17-18.
it's the first such venture for the
popular Kubachka and his deserv-
ing players.

Some sort of a record was
established by the Owls who beat
their Hartford rivals, Weaver and

a’s club shot at a brilliant 6lig ikeley, three times each this
er cent average ifrom the floor|\iinter, The unusual mark was
nd converted 18 of 28 foul shots.! 246 possble by tournament
Weaver hit on 22 of 55 [ree|pairings which sent the Capitol
hirows. Both clubs hit on 38 per|City champions against Bulkelev
ent of their shots in the openingiand later Weaver, sandwiched
1alf. taround A romp against Hamden
Captain Jotn lee scored Miin the quarler-finals.
soints for Lhe Beavers who werel Other Teams Bound For Hub
mable to penetrate Hanford's‘{ The other known New England-
stuhborn 32 zona defense with hound clubs are state champions
any degree of consistency. Tall!Cbeverus High of Portland,
(it ‘Demers had-11 tallies and; Majne: Spaulding of Barre, Vt.;
his fine shooting late in the fourth i and Portsmouth, N.H. Smith Aca-
quarter brought the losers to with-| demy of Hatield qualifies as the
in eight points of their two-time) winner of the Western Massachu-
conquerers. Tireless Bob Ricks|seclts lourney. .
contributed nine points and 11 solo| To gain their titles this four
rebounds for Coach Frank Scel-'some accomplished the following
zas squad. ! feats Saturday night:
Deliberate Attacks Taller Cheverus defeated pre-
The rivals opened the crucial. viously unbeaten Presque Isle
contest with identical 3-2 2zones.|75.54.
Both clubs were deliberate in| Smaller Spaulding outhusiled
‘heir sttacks. content with moving| Bellows Falls 58-31.
the hall and waiting only for the] Portsmouth upset heavily fav-
a00d shots. But with Woods find-| orcd Nashua 64-54.
ng the range with two corner: Smith Academy edged \Worces-

shots and Griffin and Kostek turn-
ng two steals into key baskets
he Owls were out in front, 17-7 at
he first turn.

Weaver discarded its zone in
‘avor of a man-to-man defense in
he second period. Although out-
scored 6-4 in haskets. The Owns
sonverted eight of 11 charity
osses enroute to a 3321 advan-
.age at half-time.

Offensive mistakes by the Beav-

ter Commerce 3048 to become
the first team in the 24 - year
history of the competition to win
two siraighi crowis.

Westerly, ' FEast Providence,
Hope of Providence and Rogers
of Newport remain in the running
for the Rhode Island champion-
ship with the semi - finals set
for Tuesday night and the final
Friday.

Eastern Massachusetts began

xrs paved the way for Hartlord, yne quarterfinals Monday night
‘eads of.ls-,. 2512 and 31-14 be-!yith Fairhaven. Attleboro, New
forc closing hoops hy Lec left the .gedford,  Somerville,  Beverly,
Beavers trailing by cight points’ yrchpishop Williams of Brain-
at _intermission. . 'tree, Durfce of Fall River and

The Beavers led ouly once in,ygywrence Central Catholic in the
he first haif, 4-2. on consecutive | giold
00ps by Lee and southpaw Mel:

V| .HARTFORD WEAVEPR
Newton. o BEM 8 Eot
Uncanny long range shooting!Gritn 7822 Ler 7 014
" - . Poo! 3 2 8 Newtonn $ 010
v Woods and l\ostck_ triggered | woaas s 214 Ricks T
the speedy Owls to a 5137 bulge Burke 1 7 4 Mandervilie ry

I i 1A - ¢ 1

at lhtl: (:h;,rd turn. Actually Han-;M':,?,, & o0 Brener 000
el o] ints 72, id. Jenkins 0 0 0 Bille non
[l,l]. A IApo'm" 37.26. ".ud Smith 00 0 Marhn 680
way in the third quarter mainlylTorasco 0 0 0 Marks 6 an
ihrongh the excellent playmaking oo TS
N Totatls 23 10 45 Totals n 1N

of Griffin.

Score 8t halttime, 33-21, Hartford.
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